
Stewardship Devotionals 

Sunday, January 8, 2017

“Striving Together” Includes God

Church membership is all about “striving together” – striving together as a church body (“horizontally”). Paul said to 
the church in Philippi: “stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” 
Philippians 1:27cd

However, to the church in Colossae, Paul went “vertical.” That is, he brought God into the matter of “striving.” He 
said, “I also labour, striving according to His working, which worketh in me mightily. Every church is to be a joint 
venture with God in worship, ministry, and planning. 

The Father is to direct through His Son, and the Father and the Son through the Holy Spirit all that we think and do 
as church members (II Corinthians 13:14). Unfortunately, this is not the case in most instances. It is “ideal,” but not 
“actual.” However, it will never be actual unless we are aware of it, excited about it, and learn about what we need to 
do to see it happen. This is much of what the annual stewardship emphasis is about.

Be especially tuned in over the next several days to what will be preached during the Stewardship Conference, 
toward which the recent messages and Sunday School lessons were meant to heighten your awareness.

Monday, January 9, 2017

Strengthened through Resistance

The world, the flesh, and the devil will always provide the resistance against which we must strive if we are going to 
deny “ungodliness and worldly lusts...live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world” Titus 2:12. No 
resistance, no “muscles,” whether physical or spiritual.  We need not be muscle bound, but we do need to be 
strengthened within (Ephesians 3:14-21).

Illustration! To build strength, “you have to progressively overload the muscles...” “Progressive overload’ refers to 
the concept of placing demands on the body which must be increased gradually over time to continue building 
muscle. Without progressive overload, your muscles have no reason to grow and adapt to handling heavier 
loads.”The term “world” is in reference to the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. SEE: I John 
2:15-17. The reference to the “flesh” often is speaking of the fallen nature inherited from Adam, and not the actual 
physical body. This nature responds to the threefold allurements of the world just cited. Satan amplifies the these 
three gateways to sin in order to draw us in. The Bible says, in relation to this, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” James 4:7

The best way to resist the devil is to be preoccupied with God and His way, not to put one’s self in harm’s way, when 
inadvertently exposed to the “world,” and resisting the temptation thereof will foster spiritual growth. Time, treasure, 
and talents are to be used for God’s cause not the devil’s.

Pray for the success of the upcoming stewardship conference. Pray for the church receptivity and preacher’s liberty 
in preaching the Word.

Tuesday, January 10, 2017

Good Stewards Are Developed Over Time



Joseph was “exercised” by the resistance he had to overcome. His emotions, intellect, and will were especially 
challenged from the time he was 17 years of age until he was 30 years of age. For some fourteen years, he weathered 
rejection by his brothers, hardship as a servant in the house of Potiphar, fallout and prison time from being “setup” 
by Potiphar’s wife, and then being forgotten by the butler. 

Psalm 105:17-22 summarizes the above as follows: “He (God) sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold 
for a servant: whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron: until the time that his word came: the word of 
the Lord tried him. The king sent and loosed him; even the ruler of the people, and let him go free. He made him 
lord of his house, and ruler of all his substance: to bind his princes at his pleasure; and teach his senators wisdom.”

Joseph rose to the position of being the head over all of Egypt under pharaoh, and remained in that position. He 
successfully fulfilled God’s purpose for his life, because he embraced it wholeheartedly. He fed the world by 
managing another’s wealth. What a steward he was! 

Desire to show forth Christ as Joseph did, by way of his stewardship! 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017

Five Main Areas of Stewardship

Managing the resources of another, according to the owner’s directive is what stewardship is all about. Even if it is 
how one makes use of time, talent, treasure, truth or trials, it is all about what we do with what God sends our way. It 
is not the one who lives the longest, who is the most skilled, who gives the most money, who knows the most, who 
suffers the most, who will be rewarded the most. It will be those who took whatever was given them by God, how 
they used it for His glory, and if they did it in the manner in which He directed it to be done. Seeing the ways clearly 
in which you are a steward of God, will make life far more purposeful and fulfilling. 

You are not striving to be a good steward in order to win His favor, rather you are striving because you already 
have it. SEE: Romans 12:1-3.

Being motivated out of gratitude, and wanting others to know Him, is key.

Thursday, January 12, 2017

Steady Stewards through Thick and Thin

Envision a church wherein “most everybody” is highly motivated to join  with other members to devote time, talent, 
and treasure to convey the truth to each other, the community, and the world! Furthermore, see them doing so 
through thick and thin as they weather the triumphs and trials of life. Real life has its ups and downs, but the 
consistent truths of God’s Word, and the constancy of the God of that Word, is to be the steadying force in the 
believer’s life.

God weans us off of the world’s ways and onto to His Word through the challenges that come our way, if we let Him. 
SEE: Psalm 119:65-72.

Accordingly, by the grace of God, as a church, we need to determine afresh this year that, “Whether the weather be 
good, or whether the weather be not; whether the weather be cold, or the weather be hot, whatever the weather, we’ll 
weather the weather, whether we like it or not.”

May we get better rather than bitter, by striving together with Him!



Friday, January 13, 2017

How God Came to Bless Victory Baptist Church

In light of the recent political season, think about how striving together with others is how the Founding Fathers 
brought forth on this continent a new nation with unparalleled liberty and justice for all. It is how America in World 
War II won against vicious adversaries on two fronts – the Atlantic and the Pacific. It is how NASA put men on the 
moon and thereby short-circuited the spread of communism by way of Russia (i.e., USSR). It is how New York City 
rallied after the blow of 9/11. Striving together or against each other as a nation will characterize either the 
resurgence of America or its demise. 

Striving together is how Victory Baptist Church came into existence in January of 1959, some 58 years ago. It is 
how it relocated from a temporary facility to buy the property where we now meet. It is how, through the years, the 
first, second, and third sanctuary were built. It is how the Family Life Center, the Educational Building, and the 
several  houses  were  built  or  secured  and remodeled,  and  its  property  expanded.  It  is  how the  Victory  Baptist 
Academy was begun and has operated for some ten years. It is how well over 100 missionaries have been taken on 
for support ministering in nearly 70 nations of the world. It is how numerous souls have been saved and families have 
been built by the Book. SEE: Ephesians 3:14-21.

Are not VBC’s greatest days yet ahead if she will strive together as never before? Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for 
your nation and for your church realizing the success of both is largely interrelated.

Saturday, January 14, 2017

Faithful Shepherds + Faithful Church Member = Success

From Saturday morning through Wednesday evening, six messages, several songs, and testimonials will be 
presented. If heeded, VBC will have yet another significant year of present-day blessings, and more importantly, a 
better eternity! It will be better because of the souls that will be saved as a result, as well as the dispensing of 
rewards from Christ for service done and carried out in 2017.

To have the two longest serving pastors of the church, (43 of the 58 years of the church’s existence), challenge us to 
strive together by the grace of God, for the glory of God, is not only a great testimony to the faithfulness of God, 
but also to the stewardship of not only preachers, but also of church members. 

Both pastors are men who are well-beloved by other preachers, and VBC is a church appreciated and emulated by 
many, for many years. SEE: Romans 15:30.

Had not the pastors and church members strived together these many years, we all would have been the worst for it.


